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RS NEWSLETTER

From the sh..house to the Penthouse

John Flanagan and Terry Cohen, last
years runners up in the Major Pairs
Final, have taken the bit between
their teeth and gone all the way this — -
year to win the 2011 Major Pairs de- Welcome to our 3rd edition of Ditch
feating the team of lan Robbins and to Ditch and | am pleased to report
Michael Howard 19 to 16. Both |that at the halfway mark of our
teams did everything they had to in pennant season our grades 5 and 7
the lead up games against some are on top. Grade 4 are not far be-
formidable competition culminating hind with our gra ng
in a very exciting final with some qual- their first game against Lake
ity bowls being pl dggatdhibgy. 21 ®moekires age
and a couple of 0 e€zeraorsiaereasdhblycpased as
paignersd. John, whwe apptoich @dbudingss énél éf thé season. (FuII pennant
for Terryos no 10s |rBperhidion thé badk Pagel) On etal of your committee we
also played in the&welROGRIhAEKnRKes) Joke€to our match committee
Yearo last 2 yealiwgh his B6RIS expBrierd ®edare looking forward to his
with the win (and celebrated ac- | contribution. Our sponsorship family partnership contin-
cordingly) and his elevation from ues to grow and we welcome Novaskill for the next 2 years.
a ORookied6 to a oMys ire Enbw irPtReast fliafier of the financial year our
in one game. Congratulations to Treasurer advises me that we are still trading in the black
Jﬁhﬂ an(:] Terry and r\]/vellldonde to despite some inclement weather recently. Our new Easter
all the other teams who playe _to tournament at the end of April is attracting some teams
make the Major Pairs the quality . .
. but more are required particularly for Easter Sunday - see
tournament it was as the Clubs
humber 2 oHonour 3ag epalbg or]EtUe nﬂtlge?:board Finally on behalf of all our
bowlers we W|sh Ken Cillen a speedy recovery from his
NEW S.W.R. COUNTRY CLUB TURNED 8 ON 3rd MARCH | recent illness, all bowlers and friends are welcome to call in
From a group of guys back i njaddRé Kéndf Hote. LoSkXdhfari toVsBethg youi GhitHe €[d T
rolling with the idea of a local club to serve the community to the greens and dondt forget our [Thu
multi million dollar business that is now
the Country Club - there have certainly 4
been some changes - but none as exciting
as moving from the old premises to the [
current premises on the 3rd March, 2003. A Polish immigrant went to the RTA to apply for a drivers
Along with liquid assets the Club bor- license. First, of course, he had to take an eye test. The opti-
rowed in excess of $3 million dollars to g 2 cian showed him a card with th
complete the project and in June this year £ oCan you read this?6 the optici
make the final $50,000 repayment from guy replied, o1 know the guy ! ¢
that loan. Credit must go the Board of
Directors of the time who committed to Mother Superior called all the nuns together and said to them
the project and to our previous Secretary ol must tell you something. We
Manager Dick Shirt who served for 19 the convent ! 6. o0Thank Godd sa
years through the good, the bad and the of the group, oldm so tied of
near impossible. Stories from previous Two good ole boys were sitting around talking one afternoon
Chal,rman of the Board’ Barrie Pettit, are over a cold beer. After a while the first guy says to the second,
nothing short of incredible with all the ol fén | was to sneak over to y.
paperwork and red tape they had to go l ove to your wife, while you w
through with the local Council and other nant , and she had a baby, woul
groups which now reflects the true testa- ond guy crooked his head sideways for a minute, scratches i,
ment of the dedication and foresight of squints his eyes and thinks real hard about the question. Fi-
this group of peo nally, he says, oWell, | dondt
sporting days were involved in Baseball, it sure would make us eveneéée

was last year named in the N.S.W. Team
of the Century and then the Aust. Team
of the Century, has just undergone a §
quadruple bypass in Adelaide and we
wish him all the best and quick recovery.

What do the following words have in common Grammar

Dresser Banana Potato Revive Uneven Assess (answer page 2)



v
A
\
A>
&
A
\
A
N
i

“ Congratulations to Valda Coleman who at the meet-
ing of the 3rd March was endorsed as a Patron and
Life Me mber of t he S WR
=7 Valda starting playing at the Rocks in 1986 and has
7 since been Vice Pres. for 7 years, President (over 2
" terms) for 9 years , District Pres. and Chairperson of
¢ Selections - not to mention Patron of the Macleay Dist
7 Valda has been involved in both the District and
77 Club winning Fours, Triples and Pairs teams and
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Weekly Social Bowls Schedule

Tuesday : Mens 3 Bowls Tri-
ples (mufti) - names by 12 -
start at 1pm.

Wednesday : Nominated
Open 3 Bowl Pairs (mufti) - 2
games of 10 ends - 2 end
playoffs - names by 1 - start at
2pm.

Thursday : Ladies Bowls
(uniform) - names by 9.30am

ralso 6Skippedo6 thr ee-offStmatb@ugh home 2 Btate pil start 10.30am.
7 Flags - well done Valda you are a credit to the game and to the this Club. pAS _ _ .
¢ The much anticipated finals of the Ladies Pairs was concluded last week e Friday : Mixed Open Nomi-
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Yo nated 2 Bowls Triples (mulfti) -

between 4 of the most respected senior ladies players in
the Club. The final between the team of Jan Hargraves

1 game of 18 ends - 2 end

2 and Sue Sutherland against Ruth Daley and Laurelle 2 playoffs - names by 1 - start at
¢ Cohen was expected to be the clash of the titans, but ¢ 2pm.
¢ that old clich® of oO0they weFr« Saturday : Mens Pairs - La- © N
e rang true and Laurelle and Ruth (who were last ¢ dies Pairs (both uniforms) -
/ " years winners) will live to fight another day - butto names in by 12 - start at 1pm.
' Jan and Sue, superlatives are superfluous in de- e
_ scribing their concentration and dedication to each Je Sunday : Mens Chook Run -

& other in taking the final in a superb exhibition of A (mufti) game varies - every
quality bowling - the final score does not always re- .. winning team wins a chook.
flect the quality of the game, but as the pundits al- :_
ways say, you can only play as good as your oppo- @

nents let you and Jan and Sue were giving nothing

. WORDS IN COMMAOyou take the first

COMING EVENTS FOR
f THE LADIES BOWLS
§

From Tuesday 10th May to Friday g
13th (inclusive) the Ladies Bowlsg
Club will be hosting the Group Pen- §
nant Play-offs at the Country Club. §
With over 100 lady bowlers ex-H
pected to be participating it will be a §
gala event of epic proportions. Our 8
0. 1 Pennant Team, who advanced straight into the eventE
due to the structure of our Group, are hot contenders havmg |
[ qualified on previous occasions. However, our No. 2 Pen-g§
B nant Team, who went through the season undefeated, haveﬁ
g raised the bar in their Group and we are confident that they
E can continue on their winning way
8 and go one step further to the State z
I’Play-offos. Good | ufj
B and we will be there supporting you
B and enjoying the week of bowls.
B Also later in the year the Ladies
B Club has been selected to host theNg
E Macleay District A & B Group Tour- \
8 nament on the 30th & 31st August. 4

[+]
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away on the day. Well done also goes to all the other
; Teams that participated and helped build the pairs final into the quality
. event that was witnessed by many appreciative bowlers and visitors alike.

. letter of each word and put it on the end of
;7 word and then spell it backwards it is exa
. the same word spelt eaclumzjievable ?
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Elvis Costello the musician was born Declan MacManus.
The term for a group
The term for a group

. Escape artist Harry Houdini learnt to drive a car in Australia.

1.
2 of
3
4
5. Euro notes and coins were first issued on January 1st, 1999.
6
7
8
9.
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. The Coca Cola secret recipe is locked in an Atlanta bank vault.

. It takes 20 seconds after eating for food to reach the stomach.

. Alektorophobia is the term used for the fear of chickens.

Traditionally, the Scottish Sporran is made from badger skin.

10. First living creature in space was a Russian dog named Laika.
11. One ring at the base of a -
12. Dendrochronology is the study of the tree growth rings.
13. Adolf Hitler was accepted into the Fine Arts Academy Vienna.
14. The Amazon river is the longest river in the world.
eBamsThe 19606s singer, Bl i
16. Saxophones are part of the brass section of an orchestra.
17. Singer Meatloafbs real
18. Sharks have poor eyesight and must rely on sense of smell.
19. Con man Victor Lustig fAsol
20. Singer Stevie Wonder became blind after a car accident at 10.
21. Sean Connery once entered into a Mr. Universe competition.
22. Bacteria is the most abundant life form on earth. (See page 5)
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THE TEAN GAME | -5 % 0%+ ane e/

Playing with 2 or 3 team mates is very different from pairs and for many people it is the best a2
way to enjoy bowls. Fours is the particular favourite and is far and away the most common
form of the sport. There are many reasons for this, besides the obvious one of making the

most efficient use of a clubds facilities. T m ¢
of bowls and this can be most welcome, even for the top players after the stress of singles.
Nothing is more enjoyable than being a member of a really close knit harmonious team. Tacti-
cal l vy, the team game is utterly fascinating. i n

temperaments to the pursuit of a shared goal is immensely challenging, and to do it success-
fully is one of the most rewarding of human activities. To examine how that is done it is best to analyse the various
positions on the team, as they contribute to the team effort.

oL We must emphasise the importance of the draw shot, it is therefore not surprising that we consider the
0l eaddsd6 function utterly critical to team success. It
less than wise for the novice not to see that the lead position was his natural home. However, there is a ten-
dency to wish to progress down the team order as though it were a promotion. At club level this is widely encouraged,
where a promising | ead wild.l not have to wait |l ong for sdch
dismisses the lead as either a beginner or a bowler whose limitations prevent further progress.

After all, he only has to bowl the jack to the length his skipper dictates, and then draw a couple of shots. This is
wrong! Setting the length and bowling these first woods is a matter of utmost importance, as any no. 2 can vouch for.
There is all the difference in the world between shaping up to play into a head with two well placed draws courtesy of
your lead and looking for a salvage shot to clear up a mess.

-A POSITION TO HOLD - If you are a promising lead at club level and see the wisdom of staying for some time in
that position in order to hone your draw shot, what is your best course of action? Do not allow yourself to be rushed
down the order. Instead, try and become such a good lead that a stronger team snaps you up for the same position.
Really good leads are like gold dust and are likely to make good skips if that is where their ambition lies.

Because the lead only plays the draw shot it is a specialist position (uniquely) and some specialist leads are so good
that they never show any interest in moving down the order.

- SHOT IS NOT THE AIM 0 In terms of his 2 vital deliveries, the lead has similar concerns to those of the singles
player at the start of an end, but not identical. Both are trying to set up a favourable head, but in singles there is con-
siderable pressure to emerge from the first two bowls holding shot. To do so does not always result in winning the
end, but with only four bowls to come it is better to be one up than one down. It puts pressure on the opponent to
change the situation. This is not the case for the | ead |in
hol ding shot at | east for itds own sake. There wil!l be ampl
mum advantage. What the lead has to do is get two good bowls into the head to make life for the opposition as diffi-
cult as possible and must never, repeat never be short. Nor should he be jack high to present a target for his oppo-
nent. He should guard against too tight a line as a bowl which hooks past in front of the jack will have very little fur-
ther influence on the outcome of the end. If holding shot with his first delivery then do not put his second one along-
side to represent a target. If his opponent is holding shot he should try and come alongside to give his no. 2 a target.
Never try and remove an opponents bowl, this is the task for a later player.

pHaving stressed the importance of the 0o6leadd that is
sake but because the demands on the no. 2 are too great. He is faced with the task of either consolidating
a good position of salvaging a bad one. He comes to the mat to face a situation not of his own making, either
his lead has established a solid foundation for the head or he has not. If the former, the no. 2 must build on that
foundation, hoping to leave his no. 3 in a really dominant position. If the latter, he must do everything in his power to
retrieve the situation, knowing that if he fails in this task his team mates may be left chasing a forlorn cause.
If the situation is favourable, his skip will either ask him to protect the shot bowl(s) or get his bowls into the head in
such a way as to provide insurance for the latter developments. Either way positional shots are called for, so the no. 2
must not only be a good draw player but he must also be able to vary the line and length at will. This is particularly
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difficult during the early stages and the no. 2 who is first in the groove will give his team a real boost. If the head is
unfavourable when the no. 2 comes to the mat, his course of action is radically different. If his lead has not got a
bowl close then the skip will direct him to get right into the head, either to take shot or at least to get bowls into po-
sition for a conversion later on. Failure to do so can lead to disaster because it may leave the opposition with a virtu-
ally impregnable head. The no. 2 can be described as the anchor man of the side. Unlike the lead he is anything but a
specialist position, calling upon the complete range of shots. There is a particular practice routine that will give the no.

2 insight into his task and is equally useful for singles. Make up a head of 4 bowls haphazardly, two aside, then study
it, decide on the percentage shot and play it. Note the result and repeat the exercise several times, you will develop
your power to read any situation.

It is impossible to describe the role of the no. 3 in purely bowling terms. As far as that aspect is concerned,

it is enough to say that the no. 3 must be an all round good bowler, since he will face every conceivable situa-

tion when he comes to the mat. In particular he will be called upon to play a wide variety of running shots, so

he must be confident of weight. He should be a good singles player and the no. 3 is also tasked with measuring the

head, marking his skips touchers and removing 6deadd bow
‘ the skip. He is the skips close partner, right hand man, so the blend of personalities is very

important. He must have confidence in his skip and vice versa, always acknowledging that the

' skip takes precedence. At club level the more senior members tend to gravitate to the lower

| orders, dissention in a team is ruinous , and even an undercurrent of resentment will surely

damage performance and mar the pleasure of the game.

His tactical discussions with the skip should take place at the head, and never when the skip is

on the mat. He must also provide the link between the skip and the other team members., with

an easy rapport throughout the team with communication lines through the no. 3. Beyond that

it is impossible to define a good no. 3 for one skip may be on use to another, for entirely per-

sonal reasons. It may be lack of respect, either way, a clash of personalities or simply a lack of balance between per-

sonalities. For example if the skip is a reserved quite type it would seem desirable for the no.3 to be outgoing. Indeed

if there is any generalisation worth making it is that the good no. 3 is more likely to be an extrovert rather than an

introvert, because of his role as a communicator. Howeve

taste or if he is too free with his advice (from the ski

3 the skip feels more comfortable and confident playing with, as in all team sports the personalities must balance.

portant than anyone elseds, coming when they do the

the burden of directing the team. Good leadership qualities are universal in their application, and widely under-
stood 0 even if not so widely practised. There is no need to dwell on such characteristics as vision, judgement, commit-
ment, firmness, fairness and tact. The good skip will display all these and any other favourable attributes that the
circumstances demand. His primary task is to provide his small band of warriors with purposeful direction - from open-
ing bowl to final shot his must be the guiding intelligence behind every action. His relationship with each team member
will be different because their functions are different but in each case his aim must be to enable them.
-THE QUALITY OF LEADERSHIP & We will examine the relationship of the skip with each team position in turn, but
first with the whole team. High morale is the invaluable by product of the team confidence. The skip must conduct
himself in such a way as to inspire that confidence and communicate to others what it is he
wants them to achieve making them believe they can achieve it. He must make them feel to-
tally involved in the corporate activity. Even when they lose, the morale remains intact. There-
fore everything that has been said about the necessity of the no. 3 to be a good communica-
tor holds true for the skip. He must give advice where it is helpful, instruction where it is re-
quired and encouragement at all times. The lead knows what is required of him, so all the skip
has to ensure is that the lead goes to the mat in a positive frame of mind. Generally the skip
will select the length of the jack he wants the lead to deliver but not always sometimes he will

il ril I. As team leader, the skip is the most important role of the four, whilst his two bowls may not be more im-
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» i | I allow the lead to choose his own length of the jack. Therefore the skip will want to make the choice because

it is a tactical matter involving the team as a whole (bearing in mind the two objectives of suiting your team
and frustrating the opposition) the same holds true for the mat placement.
- THE TACTICAL BATTLE JOINED - The no. 2 now enters the fray. Unless it is too obvious to point out, the skip will
make the choice of shot perhaps in consultation with his no. 3 and having taken into account his relevant knowledge of

entire tactical responsibility is his. When he gives his instructions, here, and everywhere in the course of the match,
the skip should do so with clarity, precision and with confidence. There may be times when the skip may have practical
advice for a team member which he should not be slow to give in an appropriate manner. The thoughtful skip will be
unfailingly encouraging when a member of the team is struggling. The no. 3 and the skip are together for most of the
match, they should know each others games inside out and should share a joint perception of the situation in which the
no. 3 must play his bowls. Most of the time they will reach a consensus on the shot the no. 3 should play but in the
event of there being a disparity of view the no. 3 must defer to his skip whilst realising that it
goes against his skips instincts to ask a player to play a shot about which he is not entirely
happy, in such a case the no. 3 should always play the shot asked and with all his skKill. - THE
MOMENT OF DECISION - When the skip himself comes to bowl the battle moves to its in- 1
evitable climax. The tactical considerations can be legion and the skip will rely on his no. 3 to
help him clarify his thinking as he weighs the possibilities. Here is where the relationship be-
tween the two is at its most critical and where the no. 3 requires a subtle as well as an astute
mind. He will want to provide the best possible advice and he should not shirk from trying to
persuade the skip of the correctness of his views. But, not only has the skip to make the final
decision as always, but this time he has to deliver the bowl himself. The no. 3 therefore has to weigh the objective
situation in the head against the subjective nature of the skips own mind. This is not so much a matter of tact since
the two of them discuss shot selection endlessly and it would be a flawed partnership if the skip took any disagree-
ment personally. It is more a question of enabling the skip to go to the mat certain that he has made the correct
choice. It is at this critical juncture that imperative outweighs fine distinctions between choices of shot and so the
no. 3 must know when to desist 8 just as the skip must know when to insist.

TIPS For the lead, 2 useful bowls in the head is more im-  FRBECNOOONOENOONONGN NN O 000 ONGEEEREaa ST e '

portant than gaining shot. No. 2 is the anchorman. No. 3 is E \ i .\ 7 Z\‘\?\ E \\\ .7 “‘

effectively vice skip and the skip is solely responsible for 8 K& \ \ !
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g8 JOHN FLANAGAN
g John was born in Kempsey, the 6th
B child in a family 12. John was edu-

1 ‘ w!} ’ !cated in Smithtown & Kempsey be- :
ournament IR o e Tmoving to Sydney in tn
The O0Easter Tournamento - wimeg?'ectrw@' apprgnticeship with the Magjtime Serviges Baarg.
great events on the Saturday and Sunday. The Saturday B [ect?mpleuon’ he took a working holiday around Aust. be-
0 i 5 g
OOpe_n Pai rso ($6.0 per t.ea“.” E\ég t's h&rs neral (-Ewasthen meet Jan and marry
day is a oVersatilit y2lddies)wis Zjﬂ as]raﬁar John“& Jan have 3 chfidrell 2 Girls and a boy.8
games of 12 ends (Mens Pairs & Ladies PaiMdixed Pairs) and 8 y | <9 Y-8
then 1 game of 15 ends (Mixed Fours). Qet your teams togethErtgngs between 5 and 50 kms, training up to 80 kms a week8
put your names up early so as not to miss-obbth days start a§ john had his own transformer manufacturing business from
9.00am and lunch is included each day after the second gamel| 1973 yntil selling it in 2006 when he moved to S.W.R. and
Special thanks to the lady umpires who f started building at Arakoon. Upon retirement John expected
have been helping with the Pennants - Sue ! LO L?? dOIt]]gOIOrt]S nOf flsgr:mg:]gglgng étndh heOl;)]by v;o?d;v%rkéng
g et , .
. . B sumes most of their leisure time. John has won the Rookie
UHWS Q|1 True. 2. False. 3. True. 4. True. 5. False. 6|frabiie MeeagdTthesMajor Pairs this year with Terry Cohen -
EALSEC) |9 True. 10. True. 11. False. 12. True. 13. Trydl whileales ¥®rTrifie Ladies Minor Pairs last year with Jill

TjGuuLz |16. False. 17. True. 18.False. 19.True. 20. Fa g ierrbetiparg jouing retirement and making new friends.
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Sutherland, Jan Kesby and Yvonne Carter.

the no. 208s bowling capacities, hand preference and so ojn.

Johnds chosen sport was | ofg
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e Joh Greg Pearce-
. Flanagan - Sec-JE gl Skip : Glen
John Huckiqes Hunter.

Lead : Paul Rusself, %
- Second : lamp !
Terry Cohen. Simpson - Third = ##
Lead : Jim Harrowel ™ \ Dave Thurlow -
- Second : Brucglh & 8§ Skip Graha
Donnelly - Third : | § Jones.
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Team Manager Pam Russell said although we have only won one master board in the first half of the season the scores have been
no indication of the quality of bowls played. We still have 5 games to go, 4 of which are away, but | am sure we can revhese
trend. The current standings are Kempsey Htds on 24, Poket Ci
Cathie 4 (with Westport and Lake Cathie yet to play a postponed game). Keep doing your best boys and hopefully the tidarwill

e Lead : Don Iverje - i Steve Jenkingh /A
Bl ach - Second : Pe RS A son-Third @ Wallylrig
Wi ter Coleman ¢ - @ Brooks - Skip :
Third : Michael Pat Corby.
Howard A Skip : |ty N gl 88 Lead : Cec Coop
Don Sinderberry. Second : RocgE)
Wooldridge- Third :
Neville Dummett -
Skip : Gerry Eyles.

Lead : Rudi Gru-
8 enhoffer- Second :

- o s s ! sl
Team Manager Alan Jeffery said the teams have played consistently well considering the amount of positional changes that have
taken place during the first round. We have not always got away to a lot of good starts and hence seem to be playing catandm

lot of the luck has not gone our way, but we are well placed to come home as a serious contender. The current standings ast-W
port 19.5, North Haven 18, South West Rocks 14, Wauchope 14, Lake Cathie 12.5 and Port City 12. Stay focused and hang ie ther

_ Bk (W Lead : Ken Marf '@ (msmin - skp f -
i tin - Second : Barnies o8 e Geoff Hawes. i 2t
il Ellam - Third : Desi¥y ) ,‘ ‘
Paggett - Skip : : g 208 5 b ‘ Lead : Peter

Keith Burton.
Lead : Koni Gru- #
enhoffer - Second :
Craig Bakewell -
B Third : Gordon

yr | A - - -_—

Team Manager Rhonda Smith said that she has really enjoyed her first time as a bowls manager and she is very proud of & fiv
With the biggest contingent of newer bowlers sprinkled through their 3 teams the fives have displayed experience beyond their
years and combined well as a group keeping the master board paramount in their sights. The current standings are South West
Rocks 24.5, Port City 18.5, Kew 15.5, North Haven 15.5, Port Panthers 8 and Wauchope 8. Keep going boys on the home stretch.

Garry Heggie -
Third : Gar
Wooldridge- Skip :
Grant Atterton.

o T Lead : Anchji® Bob Woodfield ALk
o Davis - Second R - - Skip : Billq "
i Laurie  Smith - jj Abbott.

® Third : Jack Shaw

Skip : Barry Horsj | L 2N, , #=_ - Second :
g fall. ‘ bins - Third : Alla
Lead : Bobbie = | | 4 Robinson - Skip : &

John Carden- Re-
serve : Barry Fisk. N

Brown - Second & ‘
Les Lucas- Third :

Team Manager Bill Parker said that despite several substandard games the results had gone our way and therein is the definiti
bowls, that you are only as good as your opponents let you bleowever, since the boys have hit their straps there has been stop-
ping them. With a combination of experience and more experience (and a couple of newer bowlers) the team has jelled intonaifo
dable unit. Current standings are South West Rocks 24.5, Port City 22, Lake Cathie 16,Westport 13.5, K.R.S.L. 8.5 & Cresl. 5iBa

Played But : Barri ChriF‘ % a Tom
Unavailable Pettit Browns Pe St , Teddiman
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